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March 13th 

The museum will be open on Wednesdays and Sundays from 2 – 4 pm beginning Sunday, March 13th. 

 

 

2016 SEASON OPENING PROGRAM 

  

The museum will kick off the 2016 season on 
Sunday, March 20th at 2:00 pm. 

Ray Fraser, amateur archeologist and appraiser of 
Indian artifacts, will present a program on March 
20th, at 2:00 pm at the Dundee Township Historical 
Society. 
 
Fraser will discuss some of the artifacts in the 
Museum collection and will bring some from his 
collection. 
 
As part of the program Fraser invites attendees to 
bring Indian items of their own for “Show and Tell.” 
 
There is no admission charge, donations graciously 
accepted. 
 
 

 

2016 EXHIBITS 

A new exhibit in 2016 will highlight the 140th 
year anniversary of our tax-supported public 
library in Dundee Township. 

THANK YOU 
 

Thank you to the Kane County Board and the 
EFS Foundation for awarding grants that 
helped with the replacement of additional 
windows and doors.  
 
Thank you to those who remembered the 
historical society in their end of the calendar 
year donations. 
 
Thanks to our members, friends and more 
who donate their time to open the museum 
and library each Wednesday and Sunday to 
residents and visitors. 

SAVE THE DATE 
ANNUAL MEETING & PROGRAM 

 
The annual meeting will be held at 2:00 p.m. 

on Sunday May 1st 
 

 
 
Election of officers will be followed by a program. 
Further details will be announced.  
 
Please refer to updates on our Events page at our 
website- www.dundeetownshiphistorical.org 
and local newspapers. 

http://www.projectilepoints.net/Search/Illinois_Notched.html
http://www.dundeetownshiphistorical.org/


 

 

 
Bird Collection Comes to Roost at Schweitzer Environmental Center 

 
 It is likely that sometime in the 1870’s or 80’s Duncan Livingston, a local resident and naturalist, 
presented to the “Public School” a collection of mounted birds and the case in which they were displayed.  
Several generations of students walked past these birds when they attended classes at the Union School on 
North Sixth Street in West Dundee. 
 
 When the school was vacated to provide administration offices, the birds were moved to Perry 
Elementary School where they were not welcome because their eyes frightened many students. 
 
 From Perry the collection was moved to the entry area at Dundee-Crown High School.  Science teacher 
Gary Zwick utilized the birds as a part of his environmental curriculum. Recently, when Mr. Zwick retired, the 
collection was offered to the Dundee Township Historical Society.  We accepted the donation however there is 
no room in the museum to display the birds. 
 
 As a result, they were offered to the Schweitzer Environmental Center, located in Emily Schweitzer’s 
home on Sleepy Hollow Road. On indefinite loan, the collection will continue to provide a valuable resource in 
the education of people, especially children, who visit the center. 
 
 The birds were given a gentle dusting with a paint brush, provided with new labels, and returned to the 
original case which has been painted. 
 
 Duncan Livingston, who was born in Ontario, Canada, came to Dundee Township in 1872 as a twenty-
eight-year-old with his wife, the former Mary Congdon, whom he had married in 1866.  He spent part of his 
working life as an ironworker at Illinois Iron and Bolt Company in Carpentersville. No history of his love for 
nature and his avian interests is known except for this legacy remembered by generations of local students.  He 
died in 1928 and is buried in Dundee Township Cemetery West. 
 
 

 
 

  

GARAGE SALE August 20th 

Think of the museum as you do your spring house 
cleaning.  Don’t forget about the garage too. 
 
Any household items (old or new), small furniture, art work, 
books, antiques and collectibles, toys, bikes, tools, etc. 
would be appreciated. No clothing please (unless vintage).  
 
Thanks to members, friends, neighbors and even strangers, 
for their many donations to the garage sale to help make it 
a successful fund raiser for the society. 
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THE ROAD ONCE TRAVELLED 
 

Within the realm of today’s technology it is very simple to plan a trip by using Map Quest or 
Google on your computer. Maps are becoming a thing of the past. When the automobile 
became accessible to the general public traveling was not so easy. The following directions 
are as they appear in King’s Official Route Guide, a sort of Map Quest from 1916.  
 
“Elgin to Algonquin 9.9 miles 
Road all gravel 
  .0  Leave center of Elgin, Public Square, cor. Grove and Chicago St. 
 .1  Turn left, west, on Chicago St. 
 .2  Cross bridge over Fox river and cross R.R. 
 .3  Turn right on N. State St., passing Borden’s Milk Co. on left, 
     Follow trolley on N. State St. 
 .7  Pass factories on right along Fox River 
1.0  Do not cross R.R., but keep straight ahead 
1.1  Leave trolley, Fox river on right 
1.2  Go between R.R.’s 
1.5 Parallel with R.R., curve right 

Go over R.R. viaduct, down hill, curve right 
2.2  Cross bridge 
2.7  Pass school house on left, go down long dangerous hill 
3.6  Cross bridge 
3.9  Pass Jelke Dairy Farm on right 
4.2  Curve right, cross small bridge 
4.8  Go through crossroads 
4.9  Curve left 
5.2  Pass cemetery on right, through outskirts of Dundee  
      (intersecting route; Dundee to Marengo and Huntley) 
5.8  Curve right, go down grade 
6.2  Keep left (turn right at foot of hill for Carpentersville) 
       Parallel with river on right 
6.3  Cross small bridge 
6.5  Cross small bridge 
6.7  Cross stone culvert 
7.0  Cross small bridge 
7.2  Pass school house on left 
7.6  Curve left 
7.7  Turn left 
8.6  Cross fill-in bridge 
8.7  Curve right and go down steep hill with dangerous sharp left curve 
8.9  Cross bridge, follow main line telephone poles; cross small bridge 
9.5  Pass road on left 
9.6  Pass new hill climb road on left 
9.7  Pass Gail Borden’s Condensed Plant over to left 
9.8  Cross R.R. to 
9.9  Postoffice, on right, of Algonquin” 
 



 

 

 
 

During the past year the 
following people have joined 

our society 
 

Robert Albrecht 
Stephen Coates 

John Hess 
Erin Hynes 

Christopher & Angelita Johnson 
John & Susan Louko 

Lynn Mendro 
John Myrda 

Tracey Signorile 
 

New Life Members 
Bill Briska 

Harold Latchel 
Sue Roeser 

 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 
 
 
March 
13   Museum Opens for 2016 

20   2016 Season Opening 

       Program 2pm 
May 
1     Annual Meeting and 

       Program 2pm 
August 
20   Garage Sale 

Dundee Township Historical Society 
 

Marge Edwards 
President 

Open Position 
President Elect 

Colette McDonough 
Secretary 

Sue Roeser 
Treasurer 

Marge Edwards 
Past President 

 
Faye Williams, Greg Ryant,  

Connie Kaschub, Jim Prow, Jack Wendt, 
Dave Culligan, Kristie Benedik 

Board of Directors 
 

Committees: 
Newsletter Marge Edwards 
 Kristie Benedik 
Historic Sites Jack Wendt 
Library Bonnie Cernosek 
 Lena Graf 
Museum Jack & Nancy 

Wendt 
Membership Faye Williams 
Docents Jack Wendt 
Land & Buildings Jack Wendt 
Website Open Position 
Programs Marge Edwards 
 

 
 
 

 
Dundee Township 
Historical Society 
426 Highland Ave 

West Dundee IL 60118 


