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OPENING DAY    March 10th 

 

The museum will open for the 2013 - 2014 
season on Sunday, March 10th at 2:00 p.m. 

 

 
It is said, "In the spring a young man's fancy often turns 
to thoughts of love." 
 

SO, spring is all about the birds and the bees. 
WHAT'S ALL THE BUZZ ABOUT ? 

 
Third generation bee keeper, Wes Nelson, will bring us 
into spring with a presentation depicting how bees live 
and work in the world they create for themselves. The 
simple little bee has contributed to the life of man since 
ancient times. Known as the "Angels of Agriculture" 
bees have been around longer than history has been 
recorded. Ancient Egyptians used honey as a sweetener 
and as a gift to their gods. Mead, the "nectar of the gods", 
was made from fermented honey. In the 11th century 
German peasants used honey to pay the feudal lords who 
owned the land. Its healing powers are used today, much 
as they were hundreds of years ago. It is the bee who 
works his magic and turns our gardens into a thing of 
beauty.  
 
Mr. Nelson will bring honey for visitors to sample and 
purchase. Guests will receive a free honey "cook book".  

 

THE CIVIL WAR continues 

         

Who were some of the local men who served in 
the Civil War? 

A new exhibit for 2013 features some of the men from 
Dundee Township that served in the War Between the 
States.  Local men served in the 36th, 52nd, 65th, 124th, and 
153rd Illinois infantries, the 8th, 9th, and 12 Illinois 
cavalries, and more.  They were the sons, brothers, 
husbands and friends to residents of our area.  
Photographs and information give insight to how our area 
residents were affected.  Who among them became 
members of the GAR-Grand Army of the Republic? 

This new exhibit complements the Civil War 
Sesquicentennial Exhibit started in March 2011 that 
includes photographs of buildings and other sites which 
were in the township before 1861.  More photographs 
have been added since then. Making a trip through the 
township, one can see that a number of these structures 
are still standing. 



 

 
 

ANNUAL MEETING & PROGRAM 
 

The annual meeting will be held at 2:00 p.m. 

                        on Sunday, May 5th

After a brief meeting guests will have the 
opportunity to learn the early history of the wild life 
in the area and view extraordinary photos of 
creatures in their natural habitat.  

Society member, Dave Culligan, has spent many 
hours along the Fox River documenting the majestic 
eagles that hunt there. He has travelled the back 
roads, visited preserves, ponds, lakes and open 
areas, in his quest to photograph the many species 
of wild life that surrounded us.  

 
From the simple sparrow to the great horned owl, 
there is a world to be discovered if we just look up. 
Visit that magical world with us. 

 
 
HOUSE WALK—New Date---June 22nd 
 
The society is planning a house walk on June 22, 2013. The 
house walk, traditionally held in September, has been moved to 
June to avoid a conflict with "Heritage Fest".  
 
The house walk has always been the society's main fund raiser 
and with your help it can be a successful endeavor. We are 
looking for volunteers to spend a few hours in the homes to 
relay the history of the property and those who once lived there 
as well as point out items of interest. If you would like to help, 
call Marge at 847-609-3585.  
 
 
 

 ANNUAL GARAGE SALE 
 

The annual museum garage sale will be held this summer, date 
not yet determined.  A number of items have already been 
donated for the sale, BUT, in order to make it a success we 
need your help. Any glass, china, household items, small 
furniture, antiques, collectibles, linens, vintage items, tools, 
games, puzzles, etc. that you would like to donate for the cause 
will be greatly appreciated. (No clothing please).  

 

Donations can be dropped off at the museum on Wednesdays 
or Sundays between 2 & 4 or call Marge to arrange another 
time. Space is available to members who would like to sell their 
own wares for a fee of $10.00. Call Marge if you have a 
donation or are interested in renting a space. 847-609-3585. 

 

 

Dundee Township 
Historical Society 

Advance Notice 

 
Super Spectacular 

One of a Kind 
Garage Sale 

 
Coming 

Summer 2013 



 

 

"THE HISTORIC BUSINESS DISTRICT OF CARPENTERSVILLE" 

 
"The Old Towne Association", now defunct, was founded in 1979 by the late Frank Fryer and Mr. Jack Roeser.  
 
"Old Town" is the area close to the Fox River, the earliest portion of Carpentersville, where Charles Valentine Carpenter 
settled with his family in 1837. The focus of the association was the "general beautification and economic revitalization of 
the old town area". Over the past several years that revitalization has become a labor of love for the Roeser family, 
owners of Otto Engineering. The Otto group continues to work diligently for the cause, as is visible along Lincoln and Main 
streets in "Old Town". The old Iron and Bolt complex, once the prosperous company of Julius Angelo Carpenter, son of 
Charles, has been beautifully restored and once again serves the community. 
 
Mr. Tom Roeser and Mr. Phil Aleo have collaborated on a book celebrating the restoration and rebirth of the "Old Town" 
area. This pictorial publication features many images from the museum archives. The society is offering the book for sale. 
The going price of "The Historic Business District of Carpentersville" is $39.95.  
 
SOCIETY MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING CAN RECEIVE A 10% DISCOUNT ON BOOKS PURCHASED AT THE 
MUSEUM. The book is also available at Family Pride Cleaners located on Rt. 31. The museum retains the income from 
the sale of books sold only at these 2 locations. Supply is limited. 
 
 

DOEDERLEIN LUMBER 
 

Daily Herald Photo/Dave Tonge 

 
The old lumber yard building located just south of the depot in East Dundee, known to us as Doederlein Lumber, will soon 
be a thing of the past. The location where the big yellow building stands has been donated to the village of East Dundee 
by the Doederlein family.  
 
Its history dates back before1868 when it was E.H. Turner & Brothers. In 1870 it became Hodges, Borden and 
Westerman, then Borden and Westerman and then Westerman and Schmeltz. By 1919 it was known as Farmers 
Cooperative Elevator Company. Walter Doederlein was hired that year to manage the company. 
 
An addition was made to the elevator building in 1923. The warehouse building had been moved up from Haeger Pottery. 
In 1925 the business was incorporated into the Dundee Farmers Company and a new office was built. The main lumber 
shed was erected the following year. It was considered the most modern lumber shed in the Midwest at the time.  
During those years the company operated an ice business with the icehouse located on the west side of the Fox River in 
Carpentersville. Under the supervision of Walter Doederlein, ice was cut from the river. The ice had to be 8 to 12 inches 
thick in order to support the horses used to pull the drag saw that cut the big slabs of ice. The slabs were hauled to shore 
and cut into smaller pieces with an ice cross cut saw. The blocks of ice were then taken to the ice house on a wagon or 
ice sled where they were stored in an insulated house and covered with sawdust from the lumber yard. The large drag 
saw was given to the scrap drive during WWII. The ice company house was given to an employee of the co-op, torn 
down, and the lumber was used to build his home in Carpentersville. 
 
In 1950 the company was re-incorporated as Doederlein Lumber and Fuel Company. At one time over 1000 tons of coal 
were stored in the sheds that sat along side the railroad tracks. In 1967 Fred Doederlein bought the business and it 
became Fred Doederlein Enterprises. 
 
This brief history of Doederlein Lumber comes from information compiled by the late Fred Doederlein. 



 

 
 

FAREWELL 
 
This past year the society lost 2 of our faithful 
volunteers. 
 
 
Vangie Bremer Sharp was born in Carpentersville 
in February 1912 and lived her whole life in Dundee 
Township. She worked at Joseph Spiess 
department store in Elgin until her marriage to 
Clyde Sharp.  Together they opened The Sharp 
Funeral Home in West Dundee. 
 
Vangie served as message taker and go to person 
for local historical information. In an interview she 
told us she was named after the title character in 
the Henry Wadsworth Longfellow poem 
"Evangeline".  For many years Vangie narrated the 
bus tour, sharing her knowledge of the area with 
passengers on the drive through the villages.   
 
In 2012 she celebrated her 100th birthday. 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 

Elizabeth “Betty” Bradt Parsons 

 
 
 
 

 

Evangeline Bremer Sharp 1929 

 
 
Betty Bradt Parsons was a transplant to Dundee.  
She was born and raised in IL but in 1945 she and 
her husband Leonard moved to Vermont. In 1951, 
they decided to live closer to their parents and 
siblings and moved to a 300 acre Black Angus farm 
in Dundee.   
 
Betty used her writing talents to create Christmas 
Card poems with family photos for nearly 70 years, 
writing her last card for Christmas 2011. She was 
an avid history/genealogy buff, and volunteered for 
many years at the Dundee Historical Society. She 
researched and wrote numerous genealogical 
papers on every branch of her family tree.  
 
In 2004 she moved to Reno, NV to be near 2 of her 
children and extended family. 
 

 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 
The women of Illinois were granted the right to vote in 1913, one hundred years ago. The 19th amendment, the 
Susan B. Anthony amendment, was signed in 1920 granting suffrage to nearly 20,000,000 American women. 



 

 

 
 
RESEARCHING YOUR FAMILY OR YOUR HOUSE ? 
 

Our research library contains a wealth of information.  The Dundee Hawkeye newspaper is on microfilm as well 
as many census and cemetery records.  There are school yearbooks, telephone and other directories, 
genealogies and family histories, newspaper articles, municipal and school information, photos and much, 
much more. 
 
The card catalog and library docents can assist you in finding your way to expand your family pedigree  If you 
prefer to have them do your research for you, there is a charge of $10. per hour. 
 
 
THANK YOU 
 

You may have noticed that more windows of the museum building have been replaced.  They have not only 
helped with the appearance but also the weather proofing of our over 80 year old building.  
 
A big thank you to the Kane County Board for awarding a much needed grant.  
 
The "Dickens of a Sale", held during the Dickens in Dundee celebration in December, was very successful.  
 
The sale of donated Christmas items brought in $1000.00. Our thanks to the Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Ladies Guild for allowing us to use their facility for the sale and providing a delicious lunch for the community. 
We look forward to next year. Any Christmas related items that are unwanted can be donated at any time to 
the museum for the sale next year. 
 
Thanks to our members and friends and even strangers who donated items for either or both sales. 
 
 

HELP WANTED 
 

The society is in need of a website manager.  This is a great way for a member to donate time to our society. 
 
If you have the knowledge and are interested in becoming the society’s webmaster, please contact Marge 
Edwards, President. 
 
 

LIBRARY and MUSEUM DOCENTS 
 

Even though we have dedicated weekly volunteers we currently we do not have a head Librarian and more 
docents are needed.  Hours are Wednesdays 2 -4 pm.  Training provided. 
 
If you are interested in the volunteer librarian position, please contact Marge Edwards. 
 
Anyone interested in volunteering two hours a week on Wednesdays or Sundays as a docent in the library or 
museum, please contact Jack Wendt. 
 
Messages can be left for Marge or Jack at 847-428-6996. 
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