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OPENING DAY    March 8
th

 

 

 

 

 

 
The museum will open for the 2015 season on 
Sunday, March 8th at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Clark Ganshirt from the Max McGraw Wildlife 
Foundation will give a presentation on Max 
McGraw, the property and their relationship 
with university research. 
 
The presentation is open to the public. There is 
no admission charge for the program, 
donations graciously accepted. 
 

2015 EXHIBITS 

               A new exhibit for 2015 to fill the north 
room will revolve around the works of several 
Dundee Township wood carvers, including Harold 
and Tom Haertel, Fred and Ken Holtz and Roy, 
Bob, and Josh Guge.  Many carvings, from the tall 
stately Sandhill Crane to such tiny birds as a Pine 
Siskin, will be on exhibit. 

 
 

The new exhibit in the south room will highlight the 
Yeoman City of Childhood, an orphanage and  
school opened in 1926 by the Brotherhood of 
American Yeomen, a fraternal organization of the 
American Mutual Life Insurance company. 
 
The grounds and farm covered 680 acres just south 
of West Dundee along Rt. 31, and the children and 
employees became a part of our community for 
decades. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING & PROGRAM 

 
The annual meeting will be held at 2:00 p.m. 

on Sunday May 3rd 
 

 
 

 

Ladies of the Rebellion 
 

The Dundee Township Historical Society will 
present a program regarding the roles of ladies 
during the Civil War. 
  

There were many ways in which the women 
supported the war effort from sewing uniforms and 
knitting socks to send to soldiers to serving as 
nurses, laundresses, vivandieres and more. 
 

The program will be preceded by a short business 
meeting with election of officers. Members and non-
members are welcome. 



 

 

 

LIBRARY and MUSEUM DOCENTS 

We are always in need of additional dedicated 
weekly volunteers.  We welcome more docents 
in the museum and the library.  Hours are 
Wednesdays 2 -4 pm.  Training provided. 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer 
in a library position, please contact Marge 
Edwards. 

Anyone interested in volunteering as a docent 
in the museum, please contact Jack Wendt. 

Messages can be left for Marge or Jack at 847-

428-6996 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

EINAR GRAFF 
 
Einar and his wife Lene joined the Dundee 
Township Historical Society soon after they 
moved to East Dundee in 1997 to learn the 
history of their new community.  Soon 
thereafter they both became docents for the 
museum. 
 
Einar became a board member in 2001.  He 
served for 10 years, stepping down in 2011. 
He also served as a docent greeting visitors to 
the museum for over 10 years. 

 
Our condolences go out to Lene and their 
families on his recent passing.  He will be 
greatly missed. 

 

  

GARAGE SALE 

Thanks to the many donations from members, 
friends, neighbors and even strangers, the 
2014 garage sale was a successful fund raiser 
for the society.  
A date has not yet been decided for Summer 
2015 but of course a sale is in the works.  
Think of the museum as you do your spring 
cleaning. Any household items (old or new), 
small furniture, art work, books, antiques and 
collectibles, toys, bikes, etc. would be 
appreciated. No clothing please (unless 
vintage).  
Christmas items will be saved for the 5th 

annual "Dickens of a Sale" in December 
 

 

THANK YOU 
 

Thank you to all those who donated items to the museum collection and items for our summer 
Garage and Dickens Christmas sales as well as memorial gifts. 
 

Thank you again to the Kane County Board and the EFS Foundation for awarding grants that have 

funded the much needed replacement of windows and doors.  
 

Thank you to Kylie Little of East Dundee for volunteering her time to set up our new website and 
instruct members of the board on maintaining and updating it. 
 

Thanks to our members, friends and more who donated their time and talents to the museum and 
library, its grounds, programs, and much more. 
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THE CIVIL WAR ENDS 

 

 

 

 

COLONEL DAVIS BIDS FAREWELL 

 
 
 

Jerome Davis came to Dundee with his father, Hope Davis, in 1853. He 

was studying theology at Lawrence University in Appleton, Wisconsin 

when he learned of the attack on Fort Sumter and Lincoln’s call to arms. 

He returned home to discover that nearly 100 Dundee men had already 

enlisted. He joined with the other Dundee boys assigned to the 52nd and 

became a soldier with the rank of private. The 52nd was engaged in many 

of the critical battles of the war. Davis suffered 3 separate wounds at “The 

Battle of Shiloh” near Pittsburgh Landing in Tennessee.  

The Civil War officially ended on April 9, 1865 with Robert E. Lee’s surrender to General Ulysess S. Grant at the 

courthouse at Appomattox. The 52nd Illinois Infantry Volunteers, “The Dundee Regiment”, would soon be coming 

home. On June 1st they were transferred to Smithton, Kentucky then ordered to continue on to Chicago to be 

mustered out. 

 

Jerome Davis had been promoted to the rank of colonel. He reflected on the horrors of war:  

“I could not sleep that night. I lay on my cot thinking over all the experiences of the four years, the dangers which 

we had passed, the many who had fallen by the way and could not be welcomed home, and, especially now I was free 

to carry out the great purpose of my life.” 

 

The next day the regiment gathered together for one last time as Colonel Davis bid them a fond and heartfelt 

farewell. 

“Officers and men of the Fifty-second: 

The day for which we have hoped and wished and prayed for four years has arrived. Our country saved, our work as 

soldiers is done, and we gladly return to our homes and our friends. We will not say ‘good-bye’. We leave an 

avocation which has been endurable only because it was necessary. We separate as soldiers to meet and mingle and 

labor together as citizens, and not less I trust for our country than before. Allow me to say to you one and all, that 

for the prompt, efficient and faithful manner in which you have performed every duty, however arduous or odious, 

that has been imposed upon you, for the kind, brotherly feeling, affection, even, that you have maintained among 

yourselves, and especially for the uniform respect and attention you have always shown me, and for the universal 

regard for every wish, that I have expressed, since I have had the honor to command the regiment, I can never repay 

you; I can but thank you. I trust that the satisfaction that always attends duty well done, the welcome plaudits of our 

noble country, and the approving smile of God, who has preserved us all to see this happy day, will repay you. 

Let one and all enter our new spheres of action as citizens with all the alacrity and youthful vigor that we possess. 

Choose honorable pursuits. Set your mark high, and may you come as perfect as citizens as you have while soldiers. 

My heart’s best wishes and prayers will follow you. I shall always be glad to meet you and hear of your welfare.” 

 

Jerome Davis was dubbed “The Boy Colonel” because he was the youngest man in the service of the north to earn 

that rank. Davis returned to his studies and became a missionary in Japan. 

You can read more about him on our website http://dundeetownshiphistorical.org/ 

 

http://westdundeehistoricalsociety.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/jdavis1a.jpg
http://dundeetownshiphistorical.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

During the past year the 

following people have joined 

our society 

 

Steve Berke 

Bonnie Cernosek 

Clark Ganshirt 

Eleanor Mamayek 

Joan Grant 

William & Janet Paarlberg 

James Pluymert 

Mary & Roger Rathjen 

James Walker 

 

New Life Member 

Joan Sussman 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 
 

March 

8    Museum Opening Day 2015 

May 

3     Annual Meeting and Program 

Summer 

TBA     Garage Sale 

Dundee Township  

Historical Society 

 
Marge Edwards 

President 

Open Position 

President Elect 

Colette McDonough 

Secretary 

Sue Roeser 

Treasurer 

Marge Edwards 

Past President 

 

Faye Williams, Greg Ryant,  

Connie Kaschub, Jim Prow, Jack Wendt, 

Dave Culligan, Kristie Benedik 

Board of Directors 

 

Committees: 

Newsletter Marge Edwards 

 Kristie Benedik 

Historic Sites Jack Wendt 

Library Bonnie Cernosek 

 Lena Graf 

Museum Jack & Nancy 

Wendt 

Membership Faye Williams 

Docents Jack Wendt 

Land & Buildings Jack Wendt 

Website Open Position 

Programs Marge Edwards 
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