
FLASHING LIGHTS MEAN KIDS IN SIGHT: Know When to Stop for School Buses

The safety of our children traveling to and from school depends heavily on 
motorists’ awareness and adherence to the law when approaching a school bus 
that is loading or unloading passengers. The West Dundee Police Department 
would like to take this opportunity to remind the community of the laws and 
expectations that aim to ensure children’s safe travel to and from school. 

School Bus Signals:  

When Drivers Must Stop:  

Penalties for Passing a School Bus:  

School Zone Speed Limits and Crosswalks:  

Driveways:

Keep Paths and Bus Stops Clear:  

Citizen Reporting:  

A school bus’s flashing yellow lights are a warning that the bus will soon be stopping to load/unload passengers. The 
extended stop signal arm and flashing red lights are an indication to STOP, as children are actively getting on or off the bus.

Motorists must stop for a school bus with an extended stop arm and/or red flashing lights. On two-lane roads, all traffic in both directions 
must stop. Motorists may proceed when (a) the bus resumes motion, (b) the bus driver signals to the motorist to proceed, or (c) the flashing 
lights are turned off and stop arm is no longer extended. 

On roads with four or more lanes, with traffic traveling both directions, vehicles approaching a stopped school bus from the opposite direction 
may proceed with caution. Vehicles traveling the same direction as the bus must always stop.

The penalty for a first offense is a mandatory fine of $150 and a 3-month suspension of their driver’s license. The penalty for a second offense 
or subsequent conviction within 5 years is a mandatory fine of $500 and 1-year suspension of their driver’s license. 

The speed limit in school zones, when children are present, is 20 mph. The minimum fine for speeding in a school zone is $150. During 
non-school times, the speed limit on all streets within the Village of West Dundee is 25 mph, unless posted otherwise. Drivers must yield to 
pedestrians in a cross walk, and on school days, must yield to children in close proximity to a school zone crosswalk. Please be cognizant of 
crossing guards and the possibility of children stepping into the street from behind parked vehicles.

Please take an extra moment to look for pedestrians when backing or pulling out of your driveway, especially around the times that students 
may be walking to school or bus stop areas. It is every driver’s responsibility to not back up unless such movement can be made with safety 
and without interfering with pedestrians or other vehicular traffic.

Keep sidewalks clear to allow pedestrians and school children to pass safely. The West Dundee Municipal Code requires property owners to 
remove snow and ice from the public sidewalks around their property. Do not pile snow at corners or at student bus stops, as this inhibits 
visibility for both drivers and pedestrians. In addition, please do not park vehicles across the sidewalk. This winter has caused some severe ice 
& snow build up at some bus stop curbs & corners and, as it melts and refreezes in this early spring weather, it is difficult to keep some areas 
clear for students. Please remain vigilant when driving where students are gathered, and be cognizant that they may need to utilize and walk 
in the street as buses approach. 

If you witness a vehicle driving recklessly in a school zone or improperly pass a stopped school bus, you are encouraged 
to report it to the West Dundee Police Department. Such instances, or any general traffic concerns, can be reported by 
completing a Neighborhood Traffic Violation reporting form, available on the Police page of wdundee.org, or by calling 
the Crime Tip Hotline: (847) 586-5600.

Did you know that the majority of injuries and fatalities to students in school 
transit situations occur outside of the bus? These tragic events are largely due to 
motorists who fail to stop for the flashing red lights and extended STOP arm. 

We all must do our part to keep our community and our school children safe. Remember: Flashing Lights Means Kids in Sight! Should you 
have any questions, contact the West Dundee Police Department for clarification.  

When reporting a traffic violation, please note the type violation, date and time, license plate number, description 
of vehicle and, if possible, a description of the driver, to aid the Police Department in identifying the offender. If you 
happen to have a cell phone with a camera and, only if it is safe to do so, please attempt to obtain a photo or video of 
the offending vehicle and driver, as this could also provide crucial information in any police investigation.


