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OPENING DAY    March 9th 

 

 
The museum will open for the 2014 - 2015 
season on Sunday, March 9th at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Guest speaker, Ken Gough, will present a 
special program relating stories about the Civil 
War and the 52nd Illinois Infantry Co I “the 
Dundee Regiment”. 
 
Mr. Gough is an avid collector of Civil War 
memorabilia and will bring a number of artifacts 
from the time of "The Great Rebellion".  

PIONEER FAMILIES

Beginning this year we will be starting an 
exhibit entitled “Pioneer Families”. 

The first family to be highlighted will be the 
Sutfins.  The original William Sutfin walked to 
Dundee from Chicago in 1837, just two years 
after the very first two families arrived here. 

The exhibit will show photos and family 
memorabilia, including an oil painting done by 
Frances Sutfin, William’s daughter, in 1876. 

 

 

 

Sutfin Homestead 

ANNUAL MEETING & PROGRAM 
The annual meeting will be held at 2:00 p.m. 

                        on Sunday, May 4th 

 
 
 

 
50 YEARS OF HISTORY 

 
The Dundee Township Historical Society will 
celebrate its 50th anniversary this year. Join us 
on May 4th as we look back on 50 years of 
collecting, preserving and educating members 
and residents about the history that surrounds 
us.  
 
The program will be preceded by a short 
business meeting with election of officers. 
 



 

 

PROGRAMS AT THE DEPOT 
 
The museum will present special programs 
throughout the summer at the depot in East 
Dundee.  
The tentative schedule includes: 
May 10 -  "The story of Ann Russell, Pioneer 
                 Woman"   
June  7 -  "The Life and Times of Jesse Oatman" 
July 5th -  "The Underground Railroad" 
 

 
 
 
Aug 23 -   “One Room School Houses” 
Oct. 25 -   “Burial Traditions and Superstitions” 
‘ 
 
All programs will be presented inside the depot at 
11:00 a.m. Come shop the market, meet your 
neighbors and catch up on local history. 
 

 

 

 

GARAGE SALE 

The annual garage sale, held last summer, 
was a successful fund raiser for the society 
thanks to the many donations from members, 
friends, neighbors and even strangers. Our 
thanks go to those who were so generous and 
thoughtful.  
A sale is in the works for this summer but a 
date has not yet been decided. Think of the 
museum as you do your spring cleaning. Any 
household items (old or new), small furniture, 
art work, books, antiques and collectibles, toys, 
bikes, etc. would be appreciated. No clothing 
please (unless vintage). Christmas items will 
be saved for the 4th annual "Dickens of a Sale" 
in December.

 
THANK YOU 
 

Thank you to the Kane County Board for awarding a grant that has funded the much needed 
replacement of windows.  
 
Thanks to our members, friends and more who donated items for our summer Garage Sale and our 
Dickens Christmas Sale.  
 

 

LIBRARY and MUSEUM DOCENTS 

Even though we have dedicated weekly volunteers we welcome more docents in the museum and 
the library.  Hours are Wednesdays 2 -4 pm.  Training provided. 

If you are interested in a volunteer in a library position, please contact Marge Edwards. 

Anyone interested in volunteering as a docent in the museum, please contact Jack Wendt. 

Messages can be left for Marge or Jack at 847-428-6996. 
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Advance Notice 
 

Super Spectacular 
One of a Kind 
Garage Sale 

 
Coming 

Summer 2014 



 

 

FAREWELL 
 

Martha Miller Sutfin 

Martha Miller was born on February 22, 1918, 
the daughter of William and Fern (Saylor) 
Miller.  Her mother named her Martha because 
she was born on George Washington’s 
birthday. 

Martha attended Dundee schools and 
graduated from Dundee High School in 1936.  
She attended the University of Illinois and the 
Sherwood School of Music in Chicago.  She 
was a piano instructor for some fifty years.  Her 
elopement with Vernon Sutfin gave pause to 
some local folk.  Vernon and Martha became 
parents of four sons:  John, Charles, George, 
and William. 

Martha’s passion for history and architecture 
led her to helping develop the Dundee 
Township Historic District.  She worked 
tirelessly with Dr. Paul Sprague, a consultant in 
historic preservation and urban conservation, 
to survey worthy local structures for listing in 
the district.  The district, which was officially 
formed in 1975, is comprised of “the core of the 
old towns of East and West Dundee and 
Carpentersville and the Fox River which flows 
between them.”  This local historic district is 
now included in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

 
 
 

 
 

Martha Miller Sutfin 1918-2014 
Picture from 1935 

 
 

For twenty-five years Martha was chairman of 
our Historic Sites Committee.  Her work on the 
research of local history and the photos and 
their captions for our Society’s publication, 
Dundee Township 1835 – 1985, was 
invaluable.  Both she and Vernon were docents 
at our museum and Martha spent many hours 
researching and assembling exhibits.   

Martha was an inspiration to many of us who 
worked with her and who now continue in her 
footsteps.

 
 
 

 

 Della Fonte Chuffo 1921-2013 

Picture from 1939 

 

Della Fonte Chuffo passed from this world in 
April of last year. Della served as museum 
docent every Wednesday for almost 5 years. 
She delighted visitors with her stories of 
Dundee, her childhood, her immigrant parents, 
her Italian heritage, her family and friends. 
Della was a familiar face in the community. 
She was employed at Haeger Pottery, Ben 
Franklin Five and Dime, J.C.Penney, Sinclair's 
Drug Store, Wiebolts and countless other 
businesses. Della was an avid reader, 
wonderful cook and good friend. We miss her 
smile, her stories and her home made cookies. 
Heaven may never be the same.



 

 

THERE'S A NEW FACE IN CARPENTERSVILLE 
 
 
The building at the corner of Main and Wisconsin Streets has stood for well over 100 years. Once the 
location of Julius Angelo Carpenter's first business venture it has been owned since 1900 by 

The I.O.O.F., The Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Century Lodge 492 
 

 

     
 
     Circa 1900        2014 
 
Many businesses have come and gone through the last century. In the 1800's the location was the 
home of Roberts and Lagerstrom Dry Goods and Grocery (The home of the Square Deal), W.H. 
Schwartz and Co. Dry Goods, and Snooks and Hendrickson Hardware.  
 
It is best remembered by locals as Frank and Ernie’s Tavern, known for 25 years for its fine home 
cooking. It was also the home of "Tommy" Schartow's Tavern, Haas Drug Store and Henry 
Bruening's Ice Cream Parlor. Skeeter and Ida Miller's Coffee Cup was on the lower level. In more 
recent times it housed Egor's (lower level), a resale shop, a bike shop, and a guitar store. 
 
The Odd Fellows spent nearly $200,000 on restoration of the historic building. It stands today, clean 
and bright, as a tribute, not only to the I.O.O.F., but to the life it has lived and the history that lies 
behind the shiny new windows. 
 
The I.O.O.F. is a fraternal organization that began in 17th century England. It was established in 
America in 1819. The three interlocking circles, visible on the building facade, symbolize friendship, 
love and truth. 
 
 

GIFT SHOP SPECIALS 

Dundee Township 1835 – 1985 by the Dundee Township Historical Society  

Without the past which has determined it and the future which has inspired it, no present is 
interesting.  (pg. 5) 
 

The Historic Business District of Carpentersville by Philip A. Aleo 

 

Santa’s Village by Phillip L. Wenz 



 

 

CIVIL WAR DIARY 
 
Anson Buck, along with many of his friends from Dundee Township, served in Company I, 52nd Illinois Infantry 
Volunteers during the Civil War.  
 
On his journey south toward the fields of battle Anson Buck kept a "diary".  Following is his account of  
March 1864.  The regiment was in camp in Pulaski, Tennessee. 
March  
1.   Rainy and some mud. John Dempster and I slept together last night. 
2.   Fixing up bunks, Dempster and I. 
3.   I am on Brigade Head Quarters today. Warm and pleasant. 
4.   Came up from guard this morning, looks like rain. 
5.   I was running sick last night, the doctor came in to see me this morning.  Rained badly last night. 
6.   Sick all day, had the doctor. 
7.   Sick today, I was out of my head most all night. 
8.   Sick, but better than I was yesterday. Received 2 letters from Emily. The first letters. 
      Nearly one hundred sick in the regiment. 
9.   Sick yet, doctor wouldn't let me get up yesterday.   
      Eb Sweet has gone to the post hospital this morning sick. I was out doors all day. 
10. Nearly well today. Sent letter to Emily, fine spring day. 
11. Pleasant day, regimental inspection. I am quite smart today. Buckly and I bunk together. 
13. Pleasant day, went to church this morning, Congregational Church in Pulaski. Peach, iris in bloom. 
      Received letter from Emily. 
14. Clear and warm, putting up a log house north of the seminary. I am on guard duty. 
15. I am on picket 1/2 mile from town, on the reserve. Very cold this morning, some snow. E. Sweet died. 
16. On picket last night. cold windy day. 
17. Out in the woods with John Binnie and Bill Webb after logs to build house.  
18. I am on brigade guard today, post no. 4 at barn. Warm and pleasant, like Indian summer. 3 - 5, 9-11.  
      Received letter from Emily dated 12th and 14th. 
19. Came off guard this morning, fine day. Worked on out house.  
20. Company inspection this morning. Went to bed, had a good snooze. Fine day but cool wind, north west.  
      Prayer meeting here in the big room. 
21. Co. I go on foraging this morning. R. Oates, N. Heath, Barnarel and I didn't go.  
      Took up Sweet’s body to send home. 
22. Perry, Buckly and I worked on our house. Cold day, Company Commander task got into the house today  
      for the first time. Went to bed. Received marching orders at 9 o'clock. Received letter from Emily. 
23. We didn't go last night. Orders to have 3 days rations on hand. Sent letter to Emily and to  
      Ada and Charles McCruskin.  
24. Came off from guard this morning. Fine day at fatigue this afternoon, looks like rain.  
      Rained most all night. Slept above. Buckly was on picket. 
25. Rainy today. General Sherman and McPherson went through here to Huntsville, just at night.  
      Men out of Company I went on guard. Sent a letter to Emily, received a letter from Emily. 
26. Pleasant day, filling up the house. Troops moving through here in the south. (Milo) Sherman, Buckly,  
      Carnaby and I went down to the river and had a good wash, water cold. 
27. Pleasant day. Went to bed, had a small snooze. One of the second Infantry jumped into the  
      river yesterday, buried today. Sent a letter to John Bus. Buck for 1 tobacco. 
28. I am on Brigade guard post, no one on 2nd relief. Hours 11 to 1, 5 to 7. Rained in the night. 
29. Aschsa Bucklin came to live with us. Came off from guard, cold and windy. Put in 2  
      windows today in the house. Received a letter from Emily, dated 22nd, one from Nate. 
30. Cold today, nothing going on. Dress parade this evening. 
31. Sent a letter to Emily. Had an inspection, Regimental inspection at 10 o'clock.  
      Had the neuralgia last night, bad. 



 

 
 

 

 

 
During the past year the 

following people have joined 
our society 

 
Bobby & Penny Bankston 

Terry Donati 
Elizabeth Garcia 

Wes & Jill Nelson 
 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
March

9    Museum Opening Day 2014 

May 

4     Annual Meeting and Program 

10     East Dundee Depot Program 

June 
7      East Dundee Depot Program 

July 
5      East Dundee Depot Program 
Summer 
TBA     Garage Sale 
Aug 
23    East Dundee Depot Program 
Oct 
25    East Dundee Depot Program 

Dundee Township  
Historical Society 

 
Marge Edwards 

President 
Open Position 
President Elect 

Colette McDonough 
Secretary 

Sue Roeser 
Treasurer 

Kristie Benedik 
Past President 

 
Faye Williams, Greg Ryant,  

Marge Edwards, ,  
Jack Wendt, Dave Culligan 

Board of Directors 
 

Committees: 
Newsletter Marge Edwards 
 Kristie Benedik 
Historic Sites Jack Wendt 
Library Open Position 
Museum Jack & Nancy 

Wendt 
Membership Faye Williams 
Docents Jack Wendt 
Land & Buildings Jack Wendt 
Website Open Position 
Programs Marge Edwards 
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