
 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING                     August 16, 2021 – 6:45 pm 
Village Hall, 102 S. 2nd Street                 Village of West Dundee 
                                                  
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 
President Nelson called the Regular Board Meeting to order at 6:47 pm.  
 
II. ROLL CALL: 
 
Present were Village President Christopher Nelson, Trustees Cathy Haley, Cheryl Alopogianis, Cheryl 
Anderley, Dan Wilbrandt and Tom Price. Trustee Andy Yuscka was absent.   
 
Also, present were Village Manager Joseph Cavallaro, Village Attorney Michael Castaldo, Jr., 
Community Development Director Timothy Scott, and Deputy Village Clerk Kim Tibbetts, as well as 
Dave Peterson, Executive Director of the Dundee Township Park District and Joe Brusseau of Hitchcock 
Design Group.  
 
There were three (3) people in the audience. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
 
MOTION: Moved by Trustee Anderley and seconded by Trustee Price to approve the agenda as 
presented.  Upon roll call, motion was approved by acclimation. 
 
AYES:  Trustee Anderley, Wilbrandt, Price, Haley and Alopogianis 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  Trustee Yuscka 
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS:  
 

A. Fairhills Park, 15-acre Regional Park Proposal near the Southwest Corner of 
Boncosky Road and IL-Route 31 – Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development 
(OSLAD) Grant Application 
 

President Nelson opened the discussion and invited Manager Cavallaro to introduce the topic. 
 
Manager Cavallaro noted that the Village has received numerous requests from residents within the 
nearby Fairhills at Canterfield subdivision for development of a park in the area. The Village, having 
received donations of land along Boncosky Road at Route 31 as developer contributions in conjunction 
with the development of land previously owned by HLC Partners, sought a partnership with the Dundee 
Township Park District to develop a regional park at this location.  
 
He added that the Village has contracted with Hitchcock Design Group to aid in planning and design of 
the park, as well as to assist with the submittal of an OSLAD Grant Application for the project.  
 
He noted that advertisement of tonight’s public meeting was provided on the Village’s website 
(wdundee.org), by physical signage at the site, and through the Fairhills of Canterfield Homeowners 
Association’s website and social media page(s).  
 
President Nelson invited Joe Brusseau of Hitchcock Design Group to discuss the park concept and grant 
process. 



 

 
Mr. Brusseau noted that the OSLAD Grant offers up to $400,000 in grant funding for approved projects. 
He noted that award results are expected in February or March of 2022.  
 
Mr. Brusseau provided a visual presentation, illustrating the proposed location of the park and various 
amenities, including playground equipment, a fitness area, Baggo boards, picnic shelter and interpretive 
signage. He noted that the access drive and a 10-space parking lot, are proposed to be directly across 
Boncosky Road from Fairhills Drive, with a crosswalk and flashing pedestrian beacon to facilitate 
pedestrian and bike access. Mr. Brusseau noted that a 25’ perimeter has been established to facilitate a 
bike path along the roadside, which will connect to an existing underpass beneath Route 31. 
 
Mr. Brusseau noted that, as the approximate 8-acre site owned by the Village is largely wooded wetlands, 
just 1 acre is developable and therefore all park improvements will be roadway adjacent. He added that a 
walking path is contemplated to provide controlled access into the wetlands area overlooking the pond.  
 
Ms. Lisa Blaylock, 1385 Fairhills Drive, West Dundee, asked if a landscape buffer would be maintained 
along Boncosky Road, noting that both shade and a physical barrier to prevent children from entering the 
roadway would be desirable.  
 
Mr. Brusseau advised that good quality trees within the park development area would be maintained to 
the greatest extent practical, but that the need for grading would influence this as well. He further noted a 
need for visibility into the park from the roadway for public safety and policing concerns, but added that 
the addition of a constructed physical barrier could be considered.  
 
Mr. Jim Alix, 35W525 Boncosky Road, Dundee Township, asked if the proposed bike path would 
connect to the Fox River Trail on the east side of the Fox River.  
 
Manager Cavallaro advised that a bike path is anticipated through the parcels owned by HLC Partners on 
the east side of Route 31, upon their development. The intention is that, when that land is developed and 
additional bike path installation occurs, the existing underpass will connect the path at the future Fairhills 
Park to that additional bike path all the way to South End Park on First Street, which connects via 
pedestrian bridge to the Fox River Trail.  
 
Mr. Alix asked if the path would connect to Jelke Creek Bird Sanctuary, located further west on 
Boncosky Road.  
 
Manager Cavallaro advised that the corporate limits of West Dundee extend only to the edge of the 
Fairhills subdivision and therefore, West Dundee cannot make that connection; However, a bike trail 
currently exists along the north side of Boncosky Road that extends to the corporate limits of West 
Dundee, and which will connect to the future Fairhills Park via the aforementioned crosswalk at Fairhills 
Drive. 
 
Ms. Christine Alix, 35W525 Boncosky Road, Dundee Township, noted that Boncosky Road currently 
provides a speed limit of 45mph, and asked if consideration would be given to reducing the speed limit.  
 
Manager Cavallaro noted that this could be reviewed and may be warranted. He reiterated, however, that 
West Dundee’s jurisdiction ends at the edge of the Fairhills subdivision, and therefore any speed 
reduction might only be achievable between Route 31 and West Dundee corporate limits.   
 
Ms. Alix asked if the existing underpass at Route 31 is lighted. Manager Cavallaro stated that the 
underpass is not currently lighted.  



 

 
Trustee Wilbrandt asked if the bike path would ultimately connect to the multi-family developments 
further south on Route 31, i.e. the Village at Canterfield and/or Springs at Canterfield.  
 
Manager Cavallaro stated that there are significant grade issues along Route 31 south of the proposed 
park site that disallow bike path connectivity to the area referenced.  
 
Mr. Brusseau asked for any additional questions, comments or suggestions. Seeing none, he thanked all 
for attending and sharing their comments and questions. 
 
Manager Cavallaro noted that a Resolution of Authorization for the OSLAD Grant Program is slated for 
Village Board approval at tonight’s Regular Board Meeting, and that a grant application would be 
finalized and submitted in conjunction with Hitchcock Design Group.  
  
V. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
MOTION: Moved by Trustee Price and seconded by Trustee Anderley to adjourn the Regular Board 
Meeting.  Motion was approved by acclamation. 
 
AYES:  Trustee Anderley, Wilbrandt, Price, Haley and Alopogianis 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  Trustee Yuscka 
 
The Regular Board Meeting adjourned at 7:11 pm. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________   _________________________ 
Kim Tibbetts     Christopher Nelson 
Deputy Village Clerk     Village President 


