— June 23, 2016 —

Warm weather means
West Nile season
Predicting West Nile virus activity is a lot like
predicting the weather, as it can change week to
week. The key factors in determining high or low
levels of West Nile virus activity are temperature
and rainfall.
Although people usually notice mosquitoes during
rainy conditions, those mosquitoes are commonly
called floodwater or nuisance mosquitoes and
typically do not carry West Nile virus.
In hot, dry weather, mosquitoes that do carry
West Nile virus breed in stagnant water, like
street catch basins and ditches, and multiply
rapidly. Remember, it’s always a good idea to
regularly inspect your home and yard for sources
of standing water where these mosquitoes are
likely to breed.
This year the Health Department is also actively
monitoring for the Zika virus. We need to keep in
mind that in Kane County, the public at large is
currently at extremely low risk of local
transmission of the Zika Virus.
The primary type of mosquito that has been found
to transmit Zika virus (Aedes aegypti) is rarely
found in Illinois. However, we will continue to
provide up to date information as we receive it.

Check our website for more Zika information:
http://www.kanehealth.com/wnv_surveillance.htm
Those persons planning to travel to areas where
the Zika virus is found should take the standard
precautions for preventing mosquito bites. Also, it
has been shown that the virus can be spread
during sex by a man infected with Zika to his
partner.
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Annual monitoring for West Nile Virus
The Health Department conducts several activities to monitor West Nile virus. KCHD
staff maintains mosquito traps throughout the county as a way to monitor this activity.
The mosquitoes are trapped and then taken back to the Health Department where a test
can tell whether West Nile virus is present. You can view trap locations, find up-to-date
West Nile monitoring data, historical information and more when you visit the West Nile
page: http://www.kanehealth.com/west_nile.htm.

Sizzling summer weather brings its own kind of
dangers
It’s midway through June and we’ve already had a taste of hot, humid
weather.
Is this what we can expect for the rest of the summer of 2016?
No one knows for sure right now, but what we do know is that we can prepare
ourselves for the type of heat that we know can come our way. According to
the National Weather Service (NWS), heat is one of the leading weatherrelated killers in the United States, resulting in hundreds of fatalities each
year.
Historically, heat waves have had a devastating effect on people. In 1995 more than 700
deaths in the Chicago area were attributed to heat, making it the deadliest weather event in
Chicago history. We also know that in August 2003, a record heat wave in Europe claimed an
estimated 50,000 lives. And in 2015, as many as 2,500 people died during a heat wave in
India. We are seeing blistering temperatures this month in the American Southwest.
The Kane County Office of
Emergency Management and
Kane County Health
Department monitor potential
extreme heat conditions in the
County and will take action
based on extreme heat alerts
issued by NWS.

Four terms to remember:

Heat alerts, described to the
right, will be posted on our
Web site home page under the
NEWS heading in the right
hand column.

Excessive Heat Outlook:
Issued when conditions are favorable for an
excessive heat event in the next 12 to 48 hours. A
Watch is used when the risk of a heat wave has
increased but its occurrence and timing is still
uncertain. A Watch provides enough lead time so
that those who need to prepare can do so.

In addition, air quality alerts
are often issued during high
heat days.
For up-to-date advisories on
air pollution action days,
please check our Web site
home page where alert days
are also posted under the
NEWS heading in the right
hand column.

Excessive Heat Outlook:
Using a combination of temperature and humidity
over a certain number of days the Excessive Heat
Outlook is designed to provide an indication of
areas where people and animals may need to take
precautions against the heat during the months of
May to November.

Heat Advisory:
Issued within 12 hours of the onset of a heat index
of at least 105 degrees F, but less than 115
degrees F, for less than three hours per day, or
nighttime lows above 80 degrees for two
consecutive days.
Excessive Heat Warning:
Issued within 12 hours of the onset of a heat index
of at least 105 degrees for more than three hours
per day for two consecutive days, or heat index
more than 115 degrees F for any period of time.
Learn more here:

Our air quality alert looks
like this:
Fri. & Sat
June 10-11

for Sensitive
Groups
INFO
Learn more about Kane
County’s air quality program:
http://kanehealth.com/air.htm

